Columbia School District's Safe Return to School Guidelines for the 2021-2022 School Year

The Columbia School District has developed Safe Return to School Guidelines utilizing the guidance
and recommendations of health officials and addressing public comments/input. CSD's guidelines
align with the reopening guidelines and district guidance on the development of a safe return to in-
person instruction and continuity of services plan provided by our state and/or federal leaders.
CSD's purpose is to prioritize the health and safety of students and staff as we return to face-to-face
instruction for the 2021-2022 School year. CSD's recovery focuses heavily on the health and
physical requirements necessary for returning safely to school. Each school has created a clear and
precise reentry plan to navigate the academic, social, and emotional effects of the COVID-19
pandemic. Our focus remains on our students, staff, and families. CSD supports COVID-19
vaccinations for educators, staff, and students, if eligible.
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CDC Information and Definitions for

Addressing Community Spread in Our Schools

LEVEL OF COMMUNITY SPREAD (AS DETERMINED BY STATE AND LOCAL HEALTH OFFICIALS)

Substantial Spread

Minimal/Moderate Spread

Low/No Spread

Coordinate with localand state

health officials

Participatein contacttracing effortsand
specimen collection efforts as directed by
local health officials (to the extent
feasible)

Schoolsthatareclosed, remainclosed.
Implement distance/remote learming (see
Serving School Meals and Supporting
Teaching andLearning).

Close off affected areas andif possible,
wait 24 hours before cleaning and
disinfecting.
Considerwaystoaccommodate needs of
children, teachers/staff,andfamilies at
higher risk for severe illness (see
Protecting Vulnerable Populations for
considerations)

Establish and maintain communication with local and state
health officials

Participate in contact tracing efforts as directed by local health
officials (to the extent feasible)

Implement enhanced social distancing measures

Post signage in classrooms, hallways, and entrances to
communicate howto stopthespread. COVID-19 symptoms,
preventative measures (including staying home when sick), good
hygiene, and school/district specific protocols

Establish a protocol for students/staff who feel ill/experience
symptoms when they come to school (see When a Child, Staff
Member, or Visitor Becomes Sick at School)

Isolate and deep cleanimpacted classrooms and spaces
Consider ways to accommodate needs of children, teachers/staff,
and families at higher risk for severe iliness (see Protecting
Vuinerable Populations for considerations)

»  Establish and maintain communication with
local and state health officials

« Participate in contact tracing efforts and
specimen collection efforts as directed by local
health officials (to the extent feasible)

« Postsignageinclassrooms, hallways,and
entrances to communicate how to stop the
spread. COVID-19 symptoms, preventative
measures (including stayinghomewhen sick),
good hygiene, and school/district specific
protocols

- Establish a protocol for students/staff who feel
il/lexperience symptoms whenthey cometo
school (see When a Child, Staff Member, or
Visitor Becomes Sick at School)

« Consider ways to accommodate needs of
children, teachers/staff, andfamiliesathigher
risk forsevereillness(see Protecting Vulnerable

The District has the authority and flexibility to close school buildings and Populations for considerations)

utilize distance/remote learning as needed.

Foradditional guidance onaddressing community
spread,seethe CDC’s ConsiderationsforSchools

Definitions

Ensure safe and correct
application of disinfectants and
keep out of reach of children.
> CDC Guidance

Handsanitizers shouldcontainat
least60% alcoholand only used

Clean/Disinfect
with staff and older children who
cansafelyusehand sanitizer. Hand

soap shouldbeusedforyounger : !

children. -
> CDC Guidance 4}' —

Recommendationsregarding face
coverings differ based on the level
of community spread and can be
- foundthroughoutthis document.
Informationshouldbe providedto
staff, students, and families on
proper use, removal, and washing
of cloth face coverings. Any policy
regardingface coveringsshouldbe
sensitivetothe needsof students
and staff withmedicalissuesthat
make the wearing of a face
covering inadvisable.

> CDC Guidance

Face Coverings Hand Sanitizer
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/hand-hygiene.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html

CSD's Path to Safely Return to School

Level of
Community
paa] Substantial Spread Minimal/Moderate Spread Low/No Spread
(as determined by
state and local
health officials) ! ! ! ! { ! !
Instructional \/ \/é \/ V \/
Model .
Full Dist
(as determined by Distance/Remote Learning Traditional | OR Hybrid OR Rer:otDelsL::rcnei{v - Traditional
local school — — ] i I 1
districts) ! ! ! ! ! E ! ! ! !
Response \/ \/ \/ N/ NG
(as determined by Targeted Closure - School Limited/ Minimal Use of School Building(s) Open --
"‘;f”tl fcth"."' Isolate and disinfect affected areas Building(s) Staggered School Building(s) - Implement preventative
pan:'se:;i]ijjlru’/ith Open - Use of School Implement practices and additional
local departments OR Implement Building(s) - targeted proactive processes/protocols
of public health more Implement distance/remote
and community Short-term Closure -- intensive alternating learning or adopt
stakeholders) Close for facility-wide deep cleaning mitigation schedules for school or district-
strategies; students; wide distance/
OR encourage target remote learning as
enhanced distance/ necessary
Extended Closure - social remote
Close building(s) for at least 14 days distancing; learning
(see Targeted
Closure)

Columbia School District Decision Tree

CSD's Path to Reopening our Schools provides a flexible framework to address the challenges that may emerge during the
2021-2022 school year. In place of a one-size-fits-all method, the above District Decision Tree contains a list of instructional models
our District/ Schools can utilize to ensure the continued achievement and protection of students and staff.
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Level of Community
Spread (as determined
by state and local
health officials)

CSD's Path to Safely Return to School

Substantial Spread

Minimal/Moderate Spread

Low/No Spread

Practicing
Prevention

O

District/School Plan:

Use socialmediaandother
communications to inform
parents, students, and staff
aboutCOVID-19 symptoms,
preventative measures, good
hygiene, and school/district
specific protocols
Encourage COVID-19testing

CDC Guidance

How to Protect Yourself and
Others

COVID-19 Symptoms
COVID-19and Children
Communication Tools

CDC COVID-19 Self-Checker

Mississippi's COVID-19Hotline

Call: 877-978-6453

District/School Plan:

Teachandreinforcegood hygiene measuressuch
as handwashing, covering coughs, and face
coverings

Provide hand soap and hand sanitizer with at least

60% alcohol, papertowels, and no-touchtrash
cansin all bathrooms, classrooms, and frequently
trafficked areas

Postsignageinclassrooms, hallways,and
entrances to communicate how to stop the
spread. COVID-19 symptoms, preventative
measures (includingstayinghomewhensick),
good hygiene, and school/district specific
protocols.

Clean/disinfect frequently touched surfaces at
leastdailyandsharedobjectsaftereachuse
Provide masks and otherappropriate PPE to staff
Allow students and staff to bring hand sanitizer
andfacemasks/coveringstousefromhome
Take steps toensure allwater systems and
features are safe

Turn off water fountains and provide bottled
water or allow students and staffto bring water
bottles from home

Ensure ventilation systems operate properly and
increase circulation of outdoorairas much as
possible, as long as this does not pose a safety or
health risk to students or staff
Conductdeepcleaning of schools priorto
students/staff returning; schedule additional
cleanings during weekends or school
holidays/breaks

CDC Guidance

Reopening Guidance for Cleaning and

Schools
GuidanceforReopeningBuildings After Prolonged

Shutdown

District/School Plan:

Teachandreinforcegoodhygienemeasures
such as handwashing, covering coughs, and face
coverings (optional)
Providehandsoapandhandsanitizerwithat
least60% alcohol, paper towels, and no-touch
trash cansinallbathrooms, classrooms, and
frequently trafficked areas
Postsignageinclassrooms, hallways,and
entrances to communicate how to stop the
spread. COVID-19 symptoms, preventative
measures (includingstayinghomewhensick),
good hygiene, and school/district specific
protocols.
Clean/disinfect frequently touched surfaces at
leastdailyandsharedobjectsaftereachuse
Allow students and staff to bring hand sanitizer
andfacemasks/coverings tousefromhome
Allow staff to wear face masks/covering, and
other appropriate PPE as desired
Take steps toensure allwater systems and
features are safe
Ensure ventilation systems operate properly and
increase circulation of outdoorairas much as
possible,aslongasthisdoesnotpose asafety
or health risk to students or staff
Conductdeepcleaningofschools priorto
students/staff returning; schedule periodic
cleanings during weekends or school
holidays/breaks (to the extent practicable)

CDC Guidance

Reopening Guidance for Cleaning

Disinfecting Schools
GuidanceforReopeningBuildings After
Prolonged Shutdown
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html%23COVID-19-and-Children
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/reopen-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/reopen-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/reopen-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/reopen-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/reopen-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/building-water-system.html

Transporting
Students

===

School buildings are closed; buses are
used to deliver meals to students and
families

District/School Plan:

» Reducecontactbydelivering
aschedule of meals duringa
designated time (ex:
deliveringtwodays’ worth
of meals every other day)

District/School Plan:

Provide hand sanitizer for students and bus drivers
Provideface masks for bus drivers; require
students to wear face masks/coverings
Students will screen at home for symptoms of
illness prior to arrival at the bus stop and
utilize spacedseating (tothe extent
practicable)

Eliminate field trips

Cleananddisinfectthe bus after each route
Establish protocols for bus stops,
loading/unloading students to minimize
congregationofchildrenfromdifferent
households

CDC Guidance

What Bus Operators Need to Know

District/School Plan:
* Implement standard operating procedures while
taking preventative measures such as:

(¢}

Providing hand sanitizer for students
and busdrivers

Allowing bus drivers and students to
wear facemasks/coverings
Limitingfieldtrips (toareasof
limited/low transmission)
Inspecting buses prior to students
returningandas partofaregular
rotation

Cleaning and disinfecting frequently
touched surfaces on the bus atleast
daily

Airing out buses when not in use

Entering School
Buildings

ERIE

School buildings are closed; require
only essential staff reportin-personto
carryoutfunctions that are
absolutely necessary.

District/School Considerations:

e District/school leaders will
determine roles,
responsibilities, and
reporting requirements for
staff.

» District/schoolleaders will
utilize virtualplatforms
wherever possible to
conductessential business
and keep in-person reporting
to an absolute minimum
during schoolclosures.

District/School Plan:

Postsignageinclassrooms, hallways,and
entrances to communicate how to stop the
spread. COVID-19 symptoms, preventative
measures (including stayinghomewhensick),
good hygiene, and school/district specific
protocols.
Establish a protocol for students/staffwhofeel
il/lexperience symptoms when they come to
school (see When a Child, Staff Member, or Visitor
Becomes Sick at School)
Mark spaced lines to enter the building and
designate entrance and exit flow paths
Screen students and staff (to the extent
practicable):

o Isolate and send home ifinternal

temperatureover100.4°F (38°C)
o  Considersafetyand privacyconcerns
(confidentiality should be maintained)

Establish a protocol for visitors: calling front office
before entering, screening visitors, require use of
face coverings/masks, etc. Restrict nonessential
visitors and volunteers.
Establish a protocol for student pick/drop up:
staggeredentryandrelease (bygrade, class, orbus
numbers), marked spacing for pickup

District/School Plan:
+ Implement standard operating procedures while
taking preventative measures such as:

(o]

Provide hand sanitizer for students
and staff

Limit unnecessary congregations of
students and staff
Postsignageinclassrooms, hallways,
and entrances to communicate how to
stopthespread. COVID-19symptoms,
preventative measures (including
staying home when sick), good
hygiene, and school/district specific
protocols

Establish a protocol for students/staff
who feel ill/experience symptoms
when they come to school (see When
a Child, Staff Member, or Visitor
Becomes Sick at School)

Establish a protocol for visitors: calling
front office before entering, screening
visitors, requesting use of face
coverings/masks, etc.
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/bus-transit-operator.html

Serving Meals

School buildings are closed.

District/School Plan:

*  Practice established social
distancing protocols to the
greatestextentpracticable

* Reducecontactbydelivering
a week’s worth of meals
during a designated time (ex:
delivering aweek’s worth of
meals everyMonday)

District/School Plan:
e Serving meals in classrooms
»  Studenthand washing before and after meal

service

*  Provide hand sanitizer for students and staff
* Usedisposable plates, utensils, etc.

- Cafeteria Staff will gather all trash at the end of

lunch periods

District/School Plan:
« Implement standard operating procedures while
taking preventative measures such as:

(¢}

Providing hand sanitizer for students
and staff

Allowing students and staff to wear
face masks/coverings whileinlarge
group gatherings
Conductingcleaningof cafeteriasand
high-touch surfacesthroughoutthe
school day

Transitioning

/4 \

&

School buildings are closed.

District/School Plan:
» Limitmixingbetweengroups (tothe extent
practicable)

*  Forclass changes and other transitions throughout

the schoolday:

0]
0]

Provide additional time for transitions
Designateareasofthehallway (i.e.
lanes) as flow paths to keep students
separated students to minimize
congregation of students

Plan staggered class (ex: by hall,
odd/even room numbers, grade/
discipline)changestodecrease number
of students in hallways at one time
Have the same group of students stay
with the same staff (allday for young
childrenandasmuch asfeasible for
older children)

District/School Plan:
+ Implement standard operating procedures while
taking preventative measures such as:

0

Allowing students and staff to wear
face masks/coverings whileinlarge
group gatherings
Conductingcleaningofhallwaysand
high-touch surfaces throughout the
school day

Designatingareas ofthe hallway (i.e.
lanes) to walk to keep students
separated (to the extent practicable)
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Conducting
Large Group
Gatherings

School building are closed. Abide by
the maximum number of people
allowed to congregate as defined by
the Governor’s current statewide
Executive Order

District/School Plan:

+  Abide bythemaximumnumberofpeopleallowedto
congregate as defined by the Governor’s current
statewide Executive Order

- Discourage the congregation of students in parking
lots and commonareas

-  Staggertheschedule forlarge group gatherings (i.e.
recess and school meals)

« Identifyandutilizelarge spaces (i.e. gymnasiums,
auditoriums, outside spaces —as weather permits)
for social distancing

«  Follow Mississippi High School Activities Association
guidelines for sporting events and practices

District/School Plan:
« Implement standard operating procedures while
taking preventative measures such as:
o  Providing hand sanitizer for students
and staff
o Allowing students and staff to wear
face masks/coverings
o  Limiting unnecessary congregations of
students and staff
o  FollowMississippiHigh School
Activities Association guidelines for
sporting events and practices

Teaching and
Learning

School buildings are closed.

District/School Plan:
* ImplementDistance
Learning Plan

District/School Plan: Offer two options for Parents

e Traditional Instructional Model
e  Online Instructional Model

- Establish an academic baseline:
Administer formative assessments towardthe
startofthe schoolyear

- Targetinterventions and supports:

o  Provide additionalinstructional

supports to:

= studentsat-riskofnot
graduating ontime

= students withdisabilities
(compensatory services)

= students who struggledin
the prior distance/remote
learning environment(i.e.
early grades, English
Learners, etc.)

= otherstudentsidentified as
being behind academically
by teachersand parents.

Address learningloss:

o Provide extended learning
opportunities through before/after
school programs, Saturday school, etc.

* Prepare for potential future distance/remote
learning by increasing current blended learning:
o Develop adigital learning plan
o Integratevirtuallearning practices:
= digitizing lessons
= requiring a certainnumber of
on-line assignments for
each gradingperiod

District/School Plan:
» Implement standard operating procedures while
taking preventative measures such as:
o  Providing hand sanitizer for students
and staff
o  Conducting cleaning of classrooms and
high-touch surfaces each day
o Limiting physical interaction through
partner or groupwork
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School buildings are closed. District/School Plan: District/School Plan:

Protecti ng See Entering School Buildings for . E)rroviﬁ:e:a :ig;ztset/ddiztnatr;)c;i Ielzzpoi:é; %pcgz)on:ulr::i%i . 1m|3|ement sta?dtgrd operating procer:]dures while
district/school staff guidance. vu u ulations | ultati aking preventative measures such as:
Vulnerable g with parents and public health officials o Provide hand sanitizer for students
Populations! » Adhereto FERPAand HIPPArequirements and ;taff
P *  Adhere to state and federal employment law and 0 ProwdePPEtovuIner.abIestudents
extended leaveallowances and staff as appropriate
-« Offeran Employee Assistance Programto all staff o Allow vulnerable students to complete
members their coursework virtually

o Allow vulnerable students and staff to
wear PPE throughout the school day
(tothe extent practicable)

o  Limit large group gatherings/
Interactions for vulnerable students

" Vulnerable Populations -- and staff

Elderly individuals and/or
individuals with serious
underlying health
conditions, including high
blood pressure, chronic lung
disease, diabetes, obesity,
asthma, and those whose
immune system is
compromised such as by
chemotherapy for cancer
and other conditions
requiring such therapy.
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District/School Plan:

. » Createanisolationroomorareato separate anyone who
When a Chlld’ exhibits COVID-like symptoms.
Staff Mem ber, = School nurses will utilize Standard and Transmission-Based -

or Visitor Precautions when caring for sick people.
»  Establish procedures forsafely transportinganyone whois sick
Becomes Sick home or to a healthcare facility.
at SChOO| *  Notify local health officials, staff, and families immediately of a
possible case while maintaining confidentiality consistent with
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and other applicable
federal and state privacy laws.
» Closeoffareasusedbyasick personanddonotuse before
cleaning and disinfection.
* Inform sickstaffmembersandchildren nottoreturnuntilthey
havemet CDC/MSDHcriteriatodiscontinue homeisolation
« Inform those who have had close contact to a person
diagnosed with COVID-19to stay home and follow state CDC/
MSDH guidanceifsymptoms develop. Ifa person doesnot

Columbia School District's Safe Return to School

have symptoms, follow appropriate state guidance for Guidelines for the 2021-22 School Year provide our
home quarantine. community with an outlined blueprint for safely returning to
CDC Guidance school. CSD's plan offers our parents and students flexibility
- Symptoms of Coronavirus during these unusual times. Our School District has a
e WhatHealthcare Personnel Should Know About Caring for responsibility to keep our students, teachers, school staff,
Patients with Confirmed or Possible COVID-19 Infection and families safe and also to provide the best possible
*  Standard Precautions education for our students.

< Transmission-based Precautions

Dr. Jason Harris, Superintendent
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/caring-for-patients-H.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/basics/standard-precautions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/basics/transmission-based-precautions.html



